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FRENCH DEBTS AND FRENCH SECURITY 


AN the problem of the repayment of 

the French Government’s debts owed 
to the United States be linked with the 
problem of French security? French 
opinion would seem to reply “Yes.” M. 
Marin’s impassioned plea in the French 
Chamber of Deputies, January 21, that no 
settlement of the debt be agreed to ex- 
cept on a basis which takes into account 
all the circumstances surrounding the cre- 
ation of the debt, was enthusiastically ap- 
plauded by all sections of the House. Her- 
riot’s address a week later was very sig- 
nificant. Affirming that France “does not 
intend to disavow her debts,” he thanked 
M. Marin for the latter’s appeal “‘to the 
solidarity of our Allies and friends.” In 
the course of his address, the Premier 
made a fervid attack worthy of Poincaré 
on alleged German military preparedness. 
Referring to the evacuation of Cologne, he 
recalled that France at the Peace Confer- 
ence had abandoned her claims to the 
Rhine frontier only in exchange for the 
Tri-partite Treaty. He added: 

But now, while France is being asked to 
keep and is seeking to keep her engagements, 
has she not a right to say to her allies and 
associates, “Remember your own engage- 
ments, re-read the texts of the discussions 

Treaty. 

lish peace, she has a dagger pointing within a 

few centimeters of her heart and is asking 

only that this dagger be removed.” 

Germany replied by denying categori- 
cally the French charges and asking for a 
bill of particulars. Chancellor Luther said 
(Jan. 30): “M. Herriot has summed up 
his entire policy under three heads, Ar- 
bitration, Security, Disarmament. I can 
accept this program for Germany also.” 

In the United States the response to 
France’s suggestion of linking debts and 
security has not been so encouraging. 
Senator Borah in his reply of January 22 
to M. Marin doubtless spoke for the vast 


majority of his associates. He reiterated 
that the United States had paid in full its 
Revolutionary War loans from France and 
that none of the considerations urged by 
Marin can justly be said to release France 
from her obligations. 

The new French Ambassador, Daesch- 
ner, when presented to President Cool- 
idge, January 30, suggested that the war- 
time cooperation of America and France 
“can be continued usefully in the study 
of the problems on which, together with 
the maintenance of peace, the restoration 
of the world’s financial] balance depends.” 
The President’s reply was almost coldly 
decisive. Referring to the work of our 
troops in France during the war, he said: 

Thus was paid the debt of gratitude, and, 
as you so rightly observe, both Governments 
should experience deep satisfaction in their 
solicitude that material debts shall also be 
discharged. 

The Expulsion of the Patriarch 

HE Angora Government has taken an- 

other step in its sweeping program of 
diminishing clerical and foreign influences 
in Turkey. The expulsion of the Patri- 
arch, Constantinos, from Constantinople 
last week has aroused bitter resentment in 
Greece. Technically, the Turkish authori- 
ties appear to be within their rights. The 
Mixed Commission (composed of three 
Greeks, three Turks and three neutrals) 
recently declared that because Constan- 
tinos went to Constantinople since 1918 
he was liable to expulsion. Before he 
was elected to the Patriarchate by the Holy 
Synod, which is made up of Greek bishops, 
Turkey officially called attention to the fact 
that he was subject to the exchange of 
population provisions of the Treaty of 
Lausanne. Nevertheless, Turkey’s manner 
of expelling him was harsh and was car- 
ried out before the official warrant was 
issued by the Commission. 

Greece contends that Turkey’s action 


violates the agreement, appended to the 
Lausanne Treaty, in which a pledge was 
given not to interfere with the Patriarch- 
ate. To this the Turks replied that their 
action is not an attack on the Patriarchate 
as such, merely on the present occupant 
of the office. But Greece also contends 
that the expulsion violates Article 44 of 
oe Treaty of Lausanne which provides 
.-antees for minorities. Turkey replies 
that the agreement for exchange of popu- 
lations under which Constantinos has been 
expelled is more pertinent than Article 44. 
‘Technicalitiegtaside, Turkey’s°action is 
not improbably the first move toward the 
gradual elimination of the Patriarchate it- 
self. This office, once exercising jurisdic- 
tion over most of the Balkans, is now 
|: mited almost exclusively to Greek ortho- 
x Catholics—Serbia, Bulgaria and Rus- 
sia all now having their own national 
hurches. Despite the undoubted his- 
torical claims of the Patriarchate, it is 
anomalous that the head of the Greek 
church should have his See outside of 
Greek territory and enjoy in the chief 
Turkish city an elaborate set of diplomatic 
‘mmunities. 
The League Calls Another American 
T has been announced by the League of 
Nations that Walker D. Hines, former 
Director-General of Railroads, has been 
appointed director of an investigation into 
the conditions of navigation of the Danube 
and the Rhine. The League authorities 
hope as a result of the investigation to be 
able to suggest remedies for the stagnation 
in river trade and the traffic difficulties 
which have arisen as the result of the 
creation of the new frontiers by the vari- 
ous Peace Treaties. Mr. Hines has selected 
as his assistant for conducting the detailed 
investigation Major Brehon Somervell of 
the Engineers Corps, U. S. A., who will 
syend about five months in Europe for this 
purpose. Mr. Hines will make only a fly- 
ing trip to Geneva this spring for the pur- 
pose of getting the work started and then 
will devote part or all of his vacation dur- 
ing the summer to drawing up a report on 
the basis of the investigation made by 
Major Somervell. 
Protocol Conference Not To Be Held 
T was announced officially in London, 
January 20th, by the Colonial office that 
there will be no Imperial Conference next 
March to discuss the Geneva Protocol. Ex- 
change of views between the Dominions 
and Downing Street will be made by cor- 
respondence. This will so delay the final 
decision of Britain on the Protocol, that 
the Disarmament Conference proposed for 
next June will almost certainly have to be 
postponed. 
Herriot and the French “Left” 
WICE within the last week Herriot 
has placed a rather severe strain on 
the loyalty of his Socialist supporters. 
First, when he spoke in such uncompromis- 


The Editors asaume reaponsibility for the opinions expreased in this Rulletin. “le. 


Page Two 


ing terms of Germany, and later through 
his compromise with the Vatican. The 
second decision involves the withdrawal of 
the French diplomatic representative at 
the Vatican, but would leave there as his 
successor an agent to look after the in. 
terests of Alsace-Lorraine, whose relations 
with the Vatican Herriot admits are still 
governed by the Concordat. 
Danzig and Polish Mail Boxes 

HE instability of the Danzig settle 

ment is being spectacularly and amus- 
ingly illustrated by what the wags are 
calling ““The Tempest in the Mail Boxes.” 
Danzig, directly under the League of Na- 
tions’ administration, refused Poland’s 
claim to have her own Polish mail boxes 
in the city. One morning in January 
the Danzigers awoke to find Polish mail 
boxes installed. Protests were immedi- 
ately made to Poland, but in vain. Then 
one night the boxes were all painted the 
imperial German colors: black, white and 
red. Enraged by this, the Polish Acting 
Premier in a Warsaw speech, practically 
threatening war, said: “Poland will re 


frain as much as possible from armed ac- B 


tion against Danzig.” 

The League of Nations’ Commissioner 
having futilely urged the Polish repre. 
sentative in Danzig to remove the offend- 
ing boxes, has now authorized the city it- 
self to perform the task of removal. 

Both the Poles and the League Commis- 
sion have appealed to Geneva. Whatever 
the final issue of this opera bouffe may be, 


it casts a revealing light upon the passions | 


which embitter and endanger international 
relations in Eastern Europe. J. G. McD. 
The Philippine Luncheon 

HE F. P. A. luncheon in New York 

(January 31st) on the subject “Philip- 
pine Independence” was one of the most 
fruitful discussions held this winter. In 
addition to the two announced speakers— 
Hon. Newton W. Gilbert and Dr. Henry 
Parker Willis—two Filipinos, Marcial P. 
Lichauco, a student at the Harvard Law 
School, and Vicente Villamin, presented 
divergent views. Judge Daniel R. Wil- 


liams of San Francisco, an authority on? 


the Philippines, also took part in the dis- 
cussion. A stenographic report of the 


meeting will be printed for distribution tof 


members. 


The Permanent Court of International) 


Justice and the Question of American Par- 


ticipation, with a Collection of Documents, 
by MANLEY O. HuDSON, Harvard Univer- § 


sity Press, 1925. This is an invaluable and 
scholarly account of the development and 
work of the World Court and a reasoned 
plea for United States’ adherence. 
Christian Fellowship Among the Noa- 
tions, a Discussion Course for Young Peo- 


ple and Adults, by JEROME Davis and Roy? 
B. CHAMBERLIN, Pilgrim Press (Boston, | 


ees 1925. A very convenient man- 
ual. 
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